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Vladimir Khalikulov (Father), Violin and Viola 
Graduated from the Moscow Conservatory where 
he studied with  Fyodor Druzhinin and Yuri 
Bashment. Vladimir was the principle violist at the 
Bolshoi Opera/Ballet Theater in Uzbekistan and 
has played with many orchestras throughout the 
former soviet union. He is currently the principle 
Violist in the Monterey Symphony, a position he 
has held since 1995.  

 

Lilia Zheltova (Mother) Piano and Arrangements  
Graduated from the St. Petersburg Conservatory in Musicology. 
She worked as the head dramaturg at the Bolshoi Opera/Ballet 
Theater in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. After moving to the states, 
Lilia has worked in many capacities including, accompanist for 
musical theater productions, accompanist for the Waldorf  
Eurythmy Ensemble, Piano instructor at the San Francisco 
Community Music Center, and many more! She maintains an 
active private piano/music theory studio and is proud member 
of  the Music Teachers association.  

 

Valerie Bengal (Father's Partner) Viola 
Valerie is a current member of  the Santa Cruz 
and Monterey Symphonies. She has played 
with many symphony orchestras in California 
and studied orchestral and chamber music at 
the University of  California, Davis and 
Berkley.  In addition to her studied in music, 
Valerie received her M.D. from Northwestern 
University and works as a physician at UC 
Santa Cruz. 
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Sergey Khalikulov, Vocalist 
Sergey Khalikulov,  is a graduate of  
the Ruth Asawa School of  the Arts, 
the Herb Alpert School of  Music 
(UCLA), and the San Francisco 
Conservatory of  Music (SFCM). 
Professinally, he has worked with 
bay area schools and companies 
including the San Francisco 
Symphony, SF Opera Guild, 
R A S O TA , S F C M , O p e r a 
Parallèle, Pocket Opera, and many 
others. Sergey has traveled for 

performances around the USA, including the Honolulu Convention Center, The 
Kennedy Center, Sarasota Opera, and has participated in international festivals 
abroad. Some favorite operatic performances include: Bernstein’s  Trouble in 
Tahiti  (Sam),  the title role in Mozart’s  Le nozze di Figaro,  the title role in 
Mozart’s Don Giovanni, and L'elisir d'amore  (Dr. Dulcamara). Sergey is also an active 
performer in the bay area musical theater scene, working with many companies 
including Cinnabar Music Theater, Broadway by the Bay, and Foothill Music 
Theater. Favorite shows include:  My Fair Lady  (Freddy),  The Most Happy 
Fella  (Joey), The Fantasticks  (El Gallo), South Pacific  (Lt. Cable),  for which he was 
nominated by BATCC for best principle actor in a musical 2014, and the title role in 
Sunday in the Park with George. Along with his scheudle as a performer,  Sergey 
maintains an active schedule as a stage director in the bay area working with various 
companies and as the assistant director at S in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
maintaining a private voice studio working with students of  all ages.  

 

Jan Amann (Sergey's Wife) Voice 
Jordan received her B.A from Vanderbilt University in 
Music (Vocal performance) before completing her M.M at 
the San Francisco Conservatory of  Music. She has 
participated in workshops for contemporary opera 
composers such as Jake Heggie and Mason Bates. 
Currently, she serves as Executive Assistant to the General 
Director at the San Francisco Opera. Along with her work 
at SFO, Jordan maintains an active performance schedule, 
working with Bay Area opera companies such as Opera on 
the Spot.  
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Misha Khalikulov, Cellist 
Misha was born in the former U.S.S.R. (now 
Uzbekistan) and raised in San Francisco, CA. He 
holds a degree in Classical Cello Performance 
from UCLA under the tutelage of  Antonio Lysy. 
Following his graduation in 2009, he joined the 
eclectic musical group Rupa and the April Fishes, 
with whom he has toured 27 countries in the past 
eight years. With them, he has performed on 
international music festival stages around the 
world and recorded four albums. He is also a 
member of  the contemporary chamber/world 
music group StringQuake, with whom he has 
recorded two albums and toured internationally, 
and Vadalma, a Hungarian folk/chamber music 
project that recently traveled to Budapest to 
perform and record their first album. Misha also 
performs and records as a solo cellist, in classical 
chamber music ensembles, and with singer-

songwriters and bands, sometimes doubling on Guitar and electric bass, and covering 
many musical genres from around the world. Aside from performing, Misha devotes 
his time to music education, sharing his love for music with children in his community. 
 

Elise Kwon (Misha's Partner) Piano, Percussion, 
Arrangements. 
Elise was born in South Korea and is currently 
completing her degree at the Academy of  Art in San 
Francisco in Music Production, Scoring and 
Composition. As an arranger and composer, she has 
worked with many bay area musicians to help them 
produce their music and concerts.  


